
  
 

 
 

PHASE THREE: INVESTMENTS IN ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH -- 
CLEAN WATER, CLEAN AIR, CLIMATE ACTION 

 
The Biden Administration’s American Rescue Plan offers unprecedented opportunities for states, cities 
and counties to provide pandemic response, relief and recovery to our citizens, including via $1.48 
billion in funds to be channeled through the office of the Iowa governor. Help is here!  
 
In recent weeks, I have offered suggestions to strengthen our public health infrastructure, as well as to 
help our travel and tourism economy “build back better” by turbocharging programs that will enhance 
our quality-of-life for residents and visitors alike. 
 
Phase Three of an “Iowa Rescue Plan” focuses on environmental health and protecting our natural 
heritage with targeted investments in clean water, clean air, climate action and environmental justice. 
 
The recommendations include funding for the Department of Natural Resources: 
 

1) $10 million for the lake restoration program to minimize health hazards and to improve safety and 
quality-of-life for users of the state’s public waters. 

 



 
 

2) $15 million for distribution to Iowa’s 26 watershed management authorities, which bring together 
cities, counties and soil and water conservation districts to address impairments and other issues 
in threatened watersheds, as identified by local stakeholders through comprehensive planning 
consistent with Chapter 18B of the Iowa Code.  

3) $50 million for cost-share grants to owners of private wells used for drinking water to address 
causes of contamination identified through testing by county boards of health or by the Center for 
Health Effects of Environmental Contamination. 

4) $10 million for source water protection projects to secure the quantity and quality of drinking 
water in the state. 

5) $1 million for the state floodplain management program to identify and address nutrient pollution 
due to agricultural production in two-year floodplains, in collaboration with watershed groups. 

6) $1.5 million for the forestry management program to develop and implement practices making 
Iowa’s forests and other wooded areas more resilient to climate change.  

7) $5 million to partner with regulated water utilities and the Center for the Health Effects of 
Environmental Contamination at the University of Iowa to begin testing of drinking water at K-12 
schools and child care facilities, in anticipation of updated federal requirements related to lead 
and copper in drinking water. 

 
The recommendations include funding for the University of Iowa: 
 

8) $50 million for the Center for Health Effects of Environmental Contamination to partner with the 
University of Iowa Hygienic Laboratory, the Iowa Department of Public Health and county 
public health officials participating in the Grants-to-Counties program, to offer free, expanded 
testing for all contaminants to ensure safe drinking water for all Iowans using private wells. 

9) $500,000 to IIHR-Hydroscience and Engineering to develop and populate a system to track the 
land application of manure, by watershed, as identified in manure management plans. 

10) $10 million to the Iowa Flood Center to partner with local entities to draw down resources for 
flood prevention and mitigation from the Federal Emergency Management Administration’s 
Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities Program. 

11) $2 million to the Vaughn Institute of Risk Management and Insurance to collaborate with the 
Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship to develop and pilot an insurance program to 
assist agricultural producers in mitigating the financial risk of lost production attributable to the 
adoption of nutrient reduction practices. 

12) $750,000 for the Center for Global and Regional Environmental Research to provide science-
based measurement and evaluation of the carbon impacts of Iowa agriculture and to inform state 
policymaking with respect to carbon reduction initiatives. 

 
The recommendations include funding for the Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship: 
 

13) $250,000 to the Pesticide Bureau to enhance capacity for web-based filing of complaints for 
investigation and enforcement, case processing and public reporting. 

 
The recommendations include funding for Iowa State University: 
 

14) $11 million to enhance the capacity of the Nutrient Research Center in the College of Agriculture 
and Life Sciences in support of the state nutrient reduction strategy. 

15) $500,000 to the Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture to provide research and evaluation 
support for the Source Water Protection Program of the Department of Natural Resources. 



 
 

16) $2.75 million for the Iowa Water Center to lead in the establishment and joint support of a 
research and policy development consortium of land grant water centers in the Mississippi River, 
Great Lakes and Chesapeake Bay watersheds; of the amount, $250,000 would be used to facilitate 
the work of and provide access to research for the watershed management authorities of Iowa. 

 
The recommendations include funding for University of Northern Iowa: 
 

17) $250,000 to the Center for Energy and Environmental Education to partner with the Clean Energy 
Districts of Iowa to assess the capacity and demand for property-assessed clean energy (PACE) 
financing in Iowa to facilitate and accelerate the adoption of building energy efficiency 
improvements and the development of site-based renewable energy generation and storage. 

 
The recommendations include funding for the Economic Development Authority: 
 

18) $20 million to provide matching grants to school districts and community college districts for 
solar installations and energy efficiency projects to contain energy costs and reduce carbon 
pollution. 

19) $5 million to support the Clean Cities program focus on planning and pilot projects facilitating 
the expansion of electric vehicle deployment in Iowa. 

20) $5 million to pilot energy storage projects to support carbon-free distributed energy generation 
facilities. 

21) $250,000 to support Iowa’s participation in the U.S. Climate Alliance, ensuring that Iowa is 
credited for its clean energy attainments to date and continuing our leadership role in climate 
action, in coordination and collaboration with other states. 

 
The recommendations include funding for the Department of Revenue: 
 

22) $10 million to ensure that all applicants for solar installation tax credits on the “waiting list” 
receive the incentives for which they are eligible, with priority for residential users when the 
program expires and/or appropriated funds are exhausted. 

 
The recommendations include funding for the Department of Justice: 
 

23) $10 million to the Office of Consumer Advocate for grants to county energy districts associated 
with the Clean Energy Districts of Iowa to fund innovative energy efficiency projects and 
programs, including leveraging utility energy efficiency programs, with a focus on low-income 
energy users and small, locally-owned businesses. 

24) $5 million to the Office of Consumer Advocate to support participation of low and moderate-
income utility customers in pilot community solar projects. 

 
The recommendations include funding for the Auditor of State: 
 

25) $200,000 to audit performance and return-on-investment of clean water and clean energy projects 
funded with public dollars through agencies of the State of Iowa, including American Rescue 
Plan funds. 

 
To foster state-local partnerships using federal money, Iowa should give preference to cities and counties 
that match the state’s contributions with their own American Rescue Plan dollars. 



 
The Iowa Rescue Plan would direct $230.95 million to environmental health initiatives over the next two 
years. This would account for about 15.6 percent of the federal monies allocated to Iowa. These projects 
would invest in clean water infrastructure, provide for economic recovery and address some of the 
negative impacts of the disaster emergency, including through clean, renewable energy projects that 
would provide long-term benefits to low and moderate-income Iowans most impacted by the coronavirus 
pandemic. 
 
Understanding the lessons learned from the COVID-19 emergency, we recognize the importance of 
involving employers in the response and providing protections for workers when public health disasters 
strike. This proposal calls on state agencies responsible for grant programs and contracting to give first 
preference to grant recipients and contractors that provide at least 56 hours of annual paid family sick 
leave to workers employed in their operations. 
 
Program Department or 

Authority 
Current budget ARP funds 

proposed 
Total 

Lake restoration Natural Resources $9,600,000 $10,000,000 $19,600,000 
Watershed management 
authorities 

 
Natural Resources 

$0 $15,000,000 $15,000,000 

Private well safe water 
cost-share program 

 
Natural Resources 

 
$0 

 
$50,000,000 

 
$50,000,000 

Source water protection Natural Resources $0 $10,000,000 $10,000,000 
Floodplain management Natural Resources $1,885,000 $1,000,000 $2,885,000 
Forestry health 
management 

Natural Resources $500,000 $1,500,000 $2,000,000 

Clean drinking water: 
Schools & child care 
facilities 

Natural Resources/  
University of Iowa 

 
$0 

 
$5,000,000 

 
$5,000,000 

Drinking water well testing Public Health/ 
University of Iowa 

$3,000,000 $50,000,000 $53,000,000 

Manure application 
mapping 

University of Iowa $0 $500,000 $500,000 

Partnering with FEMA’s 
BRIC program  

University of Iowa $0 $10,000,000 $10,000,000 

Carbon impacts of Iowa 
agriculture 

University of Iowa $0 $750,000 $750,000 

Nutrient reduction 
insurance pilot program 

University of Iowa/ 
Agriculture 

 
$0 

 
$2,000,000 

 
$2,000,000 

Pesticide management Agriculture $0 $250,000 $250,000 
Nutrient research Iowa State University $11,000,000 $11,000,000 $22,000,000 
Water research consortium Iowa State University $0 $2,750,000 $2,750,000 
Leopold Center for 
Sustainable Agriculture 

Iowa State University $0 $500,000 $500,000 

Property-assessed clean 
energy 

University of Northern 
Iowa 

 
$0 

 
$250,000 

 
$250,000 

Public school and 
community college solar 
installations 

 
Economic Development 

 
$0 

 
$20,000,000 

 
$20,000,000 

Energy storage projects Economic Development $0 $10,000,000 $10,000,000 



Clean Cities: Electric 
vehicles 

Economic Development $0 $5,000,000 $5,000,000 

U.S. Climate Alliance Economic Development $0 $250,000 $250,000 
Solar installation credits Revenue $7,000,000 $10,000,000 $17,000,000 
County energy districts Department of Justice $0 $10,000,000 $10,000,000 
Community solar projects Department of Justice $0 $5,000,000 $5,000,000 
Performance audit State Auditor $0 $200,000 $200,000 
Total  $32,985,000  $230,950,000  $263,935,000 

 
State Representative Chuck Isenhart of Dubuque is a member of the House Government Oversight 
Committee. These are not the only ideas. What are yours? 
 
Contact information: 563-599-8839 
   Charles.Isenhart@legis.iowa.gov 
   Isenhart Campaign for the Common Good 
   P.O. Box 3353, Dubuque, IA  52004-3353 
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