
  
 

 
 
 

PHASE FOUR: INVESTMENTS IN A RESILIENT 
FOOD SYSTEM THAT SERVES EVERYONE 

 
The Biden Administration’s American Rescue Plan offers unprecedented opportunities for states, cities 
and counties to provide pandemic response, relief and recovery to our citizens, including via $1.48 
billion in funds to be channeled through the office of the Iowa governor. Help is here!  
 
In recent weeks, I have offered suggestions to strengthen our public health infrastructure, to help our 
travel and tourism economy “build back better,” and to invest in environmental health through clean 
water, clean energy and climate solutions. 
 
Phase Four of an “Iowa Rescue Plan” focuses on paving (with permeable pavers, of course) existing 
pathways and clearing new pathways for Iowa to grow resilient food systems rooted in sustaining and 
regenerating our soil and water resources, creating new opportunities for young, beginning and 
transitioning farmers in both rural and urban settings, and providing for advancements in food self-
sufficiency and food security. 



 
The recommendations include funding for the Department of Human Services: 
 

1) $10 million to partner with the Iowa Healthiest State Initiative in support of the Double Up Food 
Bucks program, providing incentives for users of the supplemental nutrition assistance program 
(SNAP) to purchase fresh fruits and vegetables and support local food producers. This includes 
$4 million to develop and implement a “food-as-medicine” project with health care providers, 
including dentists, to distribute Double Up Food Bucks to Medicaid members as part of 
“prescription” programs. 

 
The recommendations include funding for the Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship: 
 

2) $50 million for the Local Farm and Food Fund established in Iowa Code Chapter 267A.5, to 
provide for strong local food economies that promote self-sufficiency and job growth in the 
agricultural sector and allied sectors of the economy by A) promoting increased production of 
Iowa-grown table foods; B) expanding the processing of Iowa-grown agricultural products into 
food products, including canning, freezing, dehydrating, bottling, or otherwise packaging and 
preserving such products; C) supporting the distribution and marketing of fresh and processed 
Iowa-grown agricultural food products to markets in this state and neighboring states; D)  
increasing consumer and institutional spending on Iowa-produced and marketed foods; and E)  
increasing the profitability of farmers and businesses engaged in enterprises related to producing, 
processing, distributing, and marketing local food; and F) increasing the number of jobs in this 
state’s farm and business economies associated with producing, processing, distributing, and 
marketing locally-produced table food. Initiatives to be addressed through projects supported by 
the Local Farm and Food Fund include the development of food hubs, the growth of urban 
agriculture, the expansion of year-round food production and the elimination of food deserts; 

3) $300,000 to the Local Farm and Food Council, to partner with the Iowa State University Farm, 
Food and Enterprise Development Program and Economic Development Authority to support the 
strategic allocation of resources from the Local Farm and Food Fund; 

4) $3 million for the Farm-to-School Produce and Protein Program, to incentivize schools to 
purchase locally-grown and raised foods produced by Iowa farmers, with participating schools 
eligible to be reimbursed $1 for every $3 spent on local foods including fruits, vegetables, meat 
and dairy, providing new markets for farmers, creating lasting connections between schools and 
local producers, and strengthening Iowa’s local and regional food systems; 

5) $4,750,000 for the Value-Added Agriculture Program to identify, evaluate and financially 
support programs and services that add value to agricultural products, enable new technologies, 
support alternative marketing strategies, expand fruit and vegetable production along with other 
alternative crops, increase processing capacity, open new market opportunities for livestock 
products, as well as enhance food safety and sustainability to meet changing consumer market 
preferences. 

 
The recommendations include funding for the Department of Education: 
 

6) $100 million to support school meals, including enabling all pre-school and K-12 students in the 
state to eat breakfast free of charge for the next two school years  

7) $3 million for allocations to Iowa’s community colleges to strengthen culinary arts programs 
committed to connecting Iowa’s chefs, restaurants, hotels and “food technicians” with the state’s 
local foods producers; 



8) $3 million for allocations to Iowa’s community colleges to establish and/or expand nutrition 
programs and curricula designed to educate households and individuals on the purchase, 
preparation and health benefits of serving and eating locally-produced foods.  

 
The recommendations include funding for the Iowa Economic Development Authority: 
 

9) $24 million to provide financial assistance to beginning farmers to sustainably produce table food 
for sale in Iowa or neighboring states by offsetting the land and capital costs incurred to establish 
or expand operations on small acreages; 

10) $500,000 to partner with Sustainable Iowa Land Trust in support of SILT’s “Circle our Cities” 
campaign to secure and permanently conserve land for the sustainable production of table food by 
young, beginning or disadvantaged farmers; 

11) $750,000 for the Butchery Innovation Program to award financial assistance to eligible 
businesses for expanding or refurbishing small-scale meat processing businesses, licensed custom 
lockers, or mobile slaughter units. Funds may also be used to establish an artisanal butchery 
program at a community college; 

12) $1,100,000 to the World Food Prize Foundation: $500,000 to support a two-year project to 
engage stakeholders to identify public and private action steps that can be taken to make Iowa 
food self-sufficient; $500,000 to support George Washington Carver internships within the 17 
areas in Iowa represented by a council of governments, with assignments to work with local 
stakeholders to assist in local food system development in support of food self-sufficiency; and 
$100,000 to collaborate in the development and implementation of an Iowa Food Prize program 
to recognize champions advancing the cause of local/community food systems in Iowa; 

13) $1,550,000 for Councils of Government, with $550,000 to be allocated over two years to assist 
local governments working together on and administering joint projects using American Rescue 
Plan dollars, including projects of local food policy councils of cities and counties, with $1 
million to be sub-granted to food policy councils as matching funds for local food system 
development projects supported with local government and/or private sector dollars. 

 
The recommendations include funding for the Department of Natural Resources: 
  

14) $1 million to provide grants to food banks, food pantries, non-profit feeding programs and non-
profit organizations serving dependent and vulnerable populations, including nursing homes and 
child care facilities, for energy-efficient cold food storage capacity, to significantly increase the 
procurement and offering of fruits, vegetables and other nutritious foods. 

 
The recommendations include funding for Iowa State University: 
 

15) $1 million for the Department of Food Science and Nutrition to partner with the Extension and 
Outreach Service to conduct food safety and quality research, consultation and training in support 
of the production, processing, marketing and consumption of Iowa-grown foods; 

16) $500,000 for livestock disease research, to assess the vulnerability of Iowa livestock to foreign 
animal disease due to genetic homogeneity and concentrated feeding, including diseases that may 
be communicated to humans. 

 
The recommendations include funding for the University of Northern Iowa: 
 

17) $500,000 for the Iowa Waste Reduction Center to enhance capacity to identify, promote and 
support practices providing for the reduction of food waste;  



18) $1 million for the Center for Energy and Environmental Education to engage stakeholders in the 
development, deployment and maintenance of comprehensive food security and nutrition 
standards and goals for the state, with annual status reports, and to support county boards of 
health in the creation of local food and nutrition standards, goals and implementation strategies as 
part of community health needs assessments and health improvement plans, with emphasis on the 
social determinants of health. 

 
The recommendations include funding for the Department of Homeland Security: 
 

19) $10 million to partner with the U.S. Agency for International Development Office of Food for 
Peace to pilot a program to subsidize the purchase of additional Iowa agricultural products for 
distribution to individuals, families and farmers in the developing countries of Central America to 
assist in relieving hunger and the social conditions contributing to refugee migration.   

 
The recommendations include funding for the Iowa Office for State-Federal Relations: 
 

20) $250,000 to forge and coordinate programmatic partnerships between federal, state and local 
public and private sector agencies and entities, supporting the establishment of Iowa as a lead 
state in local food system development, food self-sufficiency, human nutrition and public health. 

 
To foster state-local partnerships using federal money, Iowa should give preference to cities and counties 
that match the state’s contributions with their own American Rescue Plan dollars. 
 
The Iowa Rescue Plan would direct $217.2 million to food system initiatives over the next two years. 
This would account for about 14.7 percent of the federal monies allocated to Iowa. These projects would 
promote public health objectives, provide for economic recovery and address some of the negative 
impacts of the disaster emergency. 
 
Understanding the lessons learned from the COVID-19 emergency, we recognize the importance of 
involving employers in the response and providing protections for workers when public health disasters 
strike. This proposal calls on state agencies responsible for grant programs and contracting to give first 
preference to grant recipients and contractors that provide at least 56 hours of annual paid family sick 
leave to workers employed in their operations. 
 
Program Department or 

Authority 
Current 
budget 

ARP funds 
proposed 

Total 

Double Up Food Bucks Human Services $0 $10,000,000 $10,000,000 
Local farm and food fund Agriculture $0 $50,000,000 $50,000,000 
Farm, food and enterprise 
development 

Agriculture/Iowa 
State University 

$75,000 $300,000 $375,000 

Farm-to-school produce 
& protein 

Agriculture $0 $3,000,000 $3,000,000 

Value-added agriculture Agriculture $250,000 $4,750,000 $5,000,000 
School food programs Education $ 2,176,797 $100,000,000 $102,176,797 
Culinary arts 
programming 

Education $0 $3,000,000 $3,000,000 

Household nutrition Education $0 $3,000,000 $3,000,000 
Beginning farmers Economic 

development 
$0 $24,000,000 $24,000,000 



Agricultural land 
preservation 

Economic 
development 

$0 $500,000 $500,000 

Butchery innovation Economic 
development 

$750,000 $1,750,000 $2,500,000 

World Food Prize Economic 
development 

$375,000 $1,100,000 $1,475,000 

Councils of government 
and local food policy 
councils 

Economic 
development 

$275,000 $1,550,000 $1,825,000 

Cold food storage 
capacity 

Natural resources $0 $1,000,000 $1,000,000 

Food safety and quality Iowa State University $0 $1,000,000 $1,000,000 
Livestock disease 
research 

Iowa State University $170,390 $500,000 $670,390 

Food waste reduction University of 
Northern Iowa 

$0 $500,000 $500,000 

Food security and 
nutrition standards and 
goals 

University of 
Northern Iowa 

$0 $1,000,000 $1,000,000 

Iowa food aid Homeland security $0 $10,000,000 $10,000,000 
Federal-state-local 
partnerships 

Office for State-
Federal Relations 

$0 $250,000 $250,000 

Total  $4,072,187  $217,200,000 $221,272,187 
 
State Representative Chuck Isenhart of Dubuque is a member of the House Government Oversight 
Committee. These are not the only ideas. What are yours? 
 
Contact information: 563-599-8839 
   Charles.Isenhart@legis.iowa.gov 
   Isenhart Campaign for the Common Good 
   P.O. Box 3353, Dubuque, IA  52004-3353 
 
August 17, 2021
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