
  
 

 
 

PHASE TWO: INVESTMENT IN TRAVEL AND TOURISM RECOVERY 
USING PRESIDENT BIDEN’S AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN DOLLARS 

 
Iowa’s travel and tourism industry has been one the hardest hit sectors of our economy during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Travel and tourism workers, such as those staffing hotels, museums, parks and 
other people-packed venues, continue to face economic hardship as businesses struggle to keep the doors 
open. 
 
While travel and tourism activity is beginning to recover from 2020 pandemic year lows, according to 
AAA Travel, Iowa has not returned to 2019 levels. Employment continues to rebound, but many workers 
face uncertain work hours. Employers with bills to pay and fluctuating cash flows have difficulty making 
ends meet and making future commitments to their employees. 
 
Meanwhile, if we have learned anything about Iowans and Iowa during the pandemic, it’s our love for 
the outdoors, as well as both our wonderful outdoor and indoor attractions. We have missed them due to 
cutbacks in travel. Or, closer to home, we have discovered them for the first time. 
 
Along with other Iowa Democrats, I am pleased that Iowa has a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to partner 
with President Biden to support pandemic response, relief and recovery in our state via $1.48 billion in 
American Rescue Plan funds, administered through the governor’s office. Help is here!  



 
 
 
Last year, many travel-dependent businesses in Iowa weathered the pandemic storm with state small 
business relief grants of up to $25,000 using federal coronavirus relief funding or participated in the 
federal Paycheck Protection Program to maintain operations. This year, we can pivot to long-term 
recovery by turbocharging several state programs that diversify recreational options and make Iowa a 
more attractive destination, generating more customers for small businesses, putting people to work at 
both the front and back end of the deal. 
 
Phase Two of a proposed “Iowa Rescue Plan” makes long-term investments in travel and tourism assets. 
This will help to not only stabilize this sector of our economy but also strengthen this foundation as part 
of an Iowa campaign to “build back better.” As the travel season shifts into high gear, making these com-
mitments will allow industry leaders to engage visitors from around Iowa, other states and abroad to 
identify what more, different and better things we can do enhance quality-of-life in Iowa. 
 
The recommendations include additional resources for cultural grants, Iowa Great Places, historic sites, 
regional sports authorities, trails and state parks, tourism marketing, as well as the visionary CAT, 
RECAT and REAP programs. The Mississippi River is an international attraction. Major investments in 
our rivers can make Iowa, the Driftless Area in particular, a gateway to this geographic jewel.  
 
To foster state-local partnerships using federal money, Iowa should earmark grants and assistance for 
cities and counties that match the state’s contributions with their own American Rescue Plan dollars. 
 
The Iowa Rescue Plan travel and tourism phase also recommends an allocation of $1 million for “100th 
Anniversary: Take Two.” This money would allow the Department of Natural Resources to partner with 
county conservation boards to create events celebrating the state and county park systems. The original 
state park celebrations were eliminated or scaled back last year due to the pandemic. 
 
If approved by the governor, the Iowa Rescue Plan travel and tourism phase would add a total of $78.8 
million to these programs over the next two years. This would account for about 5.3 percent of the 
federal monies allocated to Iowa. 
 
Understanding the lessons learned from the COVID-19 national, state and local public health disaster 
emergency, we can recognize the special health risks faced by workers providing people-facing hospital-
ity services.  This proposal calls on the Iowa Economic Development Authority, the Department of Cul-
tural Affairs, Department of Natural Resources and other state agencies responsible for grant programs to 
give first preference to grant recipients that provide at least 56 hours of annual paid family sick leave to 
workers employed in their operations. 
 
 
Program Department or Authority Current 

budget 
ARP funds 

proposed 
Total 

Cultural grants Cultural Affairs $150,000 $850,000 $1,000,000 
Iowa Great Places Cultural Affairs $1,150,000 $850,000 $2,000.000 
Historic sites Cultural Affairs $462,398 $1,537,602* $2,000,000 
Sports authorities and 
sports tourism 

Economic Development $2,000,000 $2,000,000 $4,000,000 

Community Attractions 
and Tourism (CAT) 

Economic Development $5,000,000 $25,000,000 $30,000,000 

 



River Enhancement 
Community Attraction 
and Tourism (RECAT) 

Economic Development $0 $25,000,000 $25,000,000 

Tourism marketing Economic Development $1,900,000 $2,000,000** $3,900,000 
Resource Enhancement 
and Protection Program 
(REAP) 

Natural Resources $12,000,000 $13,000,000 $25,000,000 

Water trails Natural Resources $1,000,000 $3,000,000 $4,000,000 
State park infrastructure Natural Resources $2,000,000 $2,000,000 $4,000,000 
Recreational trails Transportation $1,500,000 $2,500,000 $4,000,000 
100th anniversary parks 
celebrations 

Natural Resources $0 $1,000,000 $1,000,000 

Total  $27,162,398 $78,737,602 $103,902,000 
 
*Of the additional $1,537,602 for historic sites, I recommend that at least $500,000 be used for sites  
related to emancipation, the elimination of slavery and racism, or the advancement of human and civil 
rights in Iowa and the United States. 
 
**Of the additional $2 million for marketing, I recommend that at least $100,000 be used for promotion 
of Iowa wineries, $100,000 for promotion of Iowa craft breweries and $250,000 for promotion of agri-
cultural tourism, including educational activities and events involving farmers’ markets and farm-to-table 
dinners. 
 
 
State Representative Chuck Isenhart of Dubuque is a member of the House Government Oversight 
Committee. These are not the only ideas. What are yours? 
 
Contact information: 563-599-8839 
   Charles.Isenhart@legis.iowa.gov 
   Isenhart Campaign for the Common Good 
   P.O. Box 3353, Dubuque, IA  52004-3353 
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